
 

Road Lodge general manager named STH Rising Star
2021!

Road Lodge Potchefstroom general manager, Brandon Adams, received the Rising Star Award from the School of Tourism
and Hospitality (STH) at the University of Johannesburg on 22 September 2021. That same evening, CEO of the Tourism
Business Council of South Africa (TBCSA), Tshifhiwa Tshivhengwa, was welcomed into the STH Golden Circle Alumnus.

Brandon Adams

Brandon is a passionate, professional hotelier who joined CLHG in 2015 as part of the group’s Accelerated Development
and Deployment Programme (ADDP), a transformation initiative that identifies Black employees for fast-tracking in
management positions. He quickly demonstrated that he had what it takes to become a general manager of his very own
hotel in 2018. His career has been in positions of leadership and management over the last eleven years at various unit
levels and his qualifications, in addition to his Hospitality Management degree, include numerous certifications.

When making the award, Karen Borain on behalf of STH said, “The award of STH Rising Star is in recognition of
Brandon’s emerging contribution to the South African tourism and hospitality industry and for serving as a benchmark
against which future-fit tourism and hospitality leaders are developed. As an STH alumnus, he regularly gives back to the
students. He often takes part in the STH Open Days and delivers guest lectures. Brandon inspires and serves as a role
model for many as he effortlessly takes on leadership positions.”
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We asked Brandon five quick-fire questions on his well-deserved win:

1) What does it mean to win such a prestigious award?

I am both humbled and excited to have won the award. For me personally this nomination is a reminder that despite the
Covid-19 pandemic and all the challenges it encompasses, I need to constantly develop myself academically and
professionally, to ensure that I am always able to make a positive contribution to the industry.

2) How have you survived and thrived during the pandemic?

Prayer and exercise have played a great role in keeping me sane. I don’t know if I have thrived much but surrounding
myself with jovial colleagues, family and friends has helped me survive.

3) What advice do you have for other young, up and coming people in the hospitality industry to get through
tough times?

Perseverance is key, even when you see nothing but dark clouds up ahead. The sun will shine again eventually. Passion
for the hospitality industry is equally important to help achieve the career goals you set for yourself.

4) What do you like to do in your spare time to unwind?

I love horseback riding at a number of riding stables around Johannesburg and Potchefstroom. I haven’t been riding since
winter started; however, I find it extremely therapeutic. I try to read weekly, but Netflix has been distracting me lately. The
book I’ve Just finished reading is ‘Tuesdays With Morrie’ by Mitch Albom and I’ve started reading ‘Born A Crime’ by Trevor
Noah.

5) What are the biggest challenges and opportunities about working in this industry?

The biggest challenge currently is recreating the image and offering of the hotel to attract guests in these tough economic
times. The second challenge is keeping your team motivated and dedicated to the smooth running of the hotel while Covid-
19 wreaks havoc on their income, isolating them from loved ones and cutting lives short of those dear to them.
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City Lodge Hotel

City Lodge Hotel Group has a variety of hotels dedicated to providing you with comfort at a level that suits
you. With 5 Courtyard Hotels (480 rooms), 19 City Lodge Hotels (3281 rooms), 12 Town Lodges (1507
rooms) and 23 Road Lodges (2 272 rooms), the Group has a total of 7540 rooms and ranks among the
250 largest hotel chains in the world. We are dedicated to providing quality accommodation for business,
leisure and 'bleisure' travellers in South Africa, Namibia, Botswana and Mozambique. From basic,
functional rooms to magnificent luxury studios, we have the range and experience to give you
unbelievable service and exceptional accommodation at a price you can afford and in a location near to
where you want to be. Go to www.clhg.com for more information.
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