
 

#BehindtheSelfie with... Ahmed Tilly

This week, we go behind the selfie with Ahmed Tilly, chief creative officer (CCO) at FCB Joburg.

Tilly captions this: "Never finished."

1. Where do you live, work and play?

I live in the south, I work in the north and I play in midfield.

2. What’s your claim to fame?

Wearing Converse All Stars to work for 23 years. Not the same pair, though.

3. Describe your career so far.

I’m a writer by trade. I’ve written everything from infomercials to ads and from brochures to tweets.
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My career has been very good to me in that it has exposed me to some of the most interesting, most fearless brands and
people. It has taught me how to think, “unthink”, persuade and create. My career has afforded me the opportunity to meet
the smartest, most open and powerful minds in the country.

4. Tell us a few of your favourite things. 
Saleha, Riyaadh, Mohammed, Taskeen, ideas, coffee and football.

5. What do you love about your industry?

It is the one industry in South Africa where anything is possible.

Which other industry will let you do that?

6. Describe your average workday, if such a thing exists.

There’s nothing average about a day in advertising, but a great work day is a day spent with brave ideas.

“ You can feature five of the most notorious dictators in the world in an ad, reverse a car from Johannesburg to Cape

Town, persuade the entire country to put the South African flag on the mirrors of their cars and create a 10-minute short film
that shows the world how beautiful our country is. ”
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The best days are the days when clients trust your experience and your opinion, recognise a great idea put in front of
them and help make it happen.

7. What are the tools of your trade?

My curiosity, my experiences and my unrelenting nature to never be satisfied.
I also can’t do without a pen and paper.

8. Who is getting it right in your industry?

The ones having the most fun at work. It shows in the ads they produce. And the ones winning awards on real work.

9. List a few pain points the industry can improve on.

The pace of transformation in historically white agencies is too slow.

Lack of support for black-owned agencies and suppliers.
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Creativity has become undervalued. Braveness and big ideas have been scientifically proven to make brands more
profitable, yet creativity does not get the respect it deserves.

And finally, the biggest pain in the ass are the cheaters, who win awards for work that was designed exclusively for the
award shows.

10. What are you working on right now?

People. Helping people find their creative voices.

11. Tell us some of the buzzwords floating around in your industry at the moment, and
some of the catchphrases you utter yourself.

I think our industry hears things like “It’s too risqué”, “Will the market get it?”, “Research says...” and “Our target market is
quite literal” too often.

These are the things that are killing creativity and driving scores of talented people out of advertising.

12. Where and when do you have your best ideas?

When I’m not thinking about them.

13. What’s your secret talent/party trick?

Disappearing.

14. Are you a technophobe or a technophile?

I love gadgets.

15. What would we find if we scrolled through your phone?

“To do” lists.

16. What advice would you give to newbies hoping to crack into the industry?

There’s no empire for you, unless you work harder than your parents did.

#Bookmarks2019: Transformation isn't just about your scorecard or employing more black people
Jessica Tennant  11 Apr 2019

#BizTrends2019: Creativity is the currency of the future
Brett Morris  25 Jan 2019
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Simple as that. Follow Tilly on Twitter, and Instagram; and visit the FCB Africa press office, as well as their
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram feeds for the latest updates.

*Interviewed by Leigh Andrews.

ABOUT LEIGH ANDREWS

Leigh Andrews AKA the #MilkshakeQueen, is former Editor-in-Chief: Marketing & Media at Bizcommunity.com, with a passion for issues of diversity, inclusion and equality, and of
course, gourmet food and drinks! She can be reached on Twitter at @Leigh_Andrews.
#Loeries2020: Behavioural economics as creativity, but not as we know it... - 24 Nov 2020
#DI2020: Ignite your inner activist - representation through illustration - 27 Feb 2020
#DI2020: How Sho Madjozi brought traditional Tsonga xibelani into 2020 - 27 Feb 2020
#DI2020: Silver jubilee shines with Department of Audacious Projects launch - 26 Feb 2020
#BehindtheSelfie with... Qingqile 'WingWing' Mdlulwa, CCO at The Whole Idea - 26 Feb 2020

View my profile and articles...

 
For more, visit: https://www.bizcommunity.com

View this post on Instagram

Leadership bae @ahmedtilly #whatyouknow #alsomalumbae #loeries17 #durban
#fcbjoburg ��@chopapi_ x @nj_theniceguy
A post shared by FCB Joburg (@fcbjoburg) on Aug 21, 2017 at 1:03am PDT

”

https://www.instagram.com/p/BYDGYX9ne0L/?utm_source=ig_embed&utm_medium=loading
https://www.instagram.com/p/BYDGYX9ne0L/?utm_source=ig_embed&utm_medium=loading
https://www.instagram.com/fcbjoburg/?utm_source=ig_embed&utm_medium=loading
https://www.twitter.com/AhmedTilly
https://www.instagram.com/AhmedTilly
https://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice.aspx?i=190
https://www.facebook.com/FCBAfrica/
https://www.twitter.com/FCBafrica
https://www.instagram.com/fcbafrica/
http://www.bizcommunity.com/Profile/LeighAndrews
https://twitter.com/search?q=%2523Milkshakequeen&src=typed_query&f=live
https://twitter.com/Leigh_Andrews
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/614/210723.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/415/201064.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/415/201046.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/415/201027.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/809/201001.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Profile/LeighAndrews

	#BehindtheSelfie with... Ahmed Tilly
	1. Where do you live, work and play?
	2. What’s your claim to fame?
	3. Describe your career so far.
	5. What do you love about your industry?
	6. Describe your average workday, if such a thing exists.
	7. What are the tools of your trade?
	8. Who is getting it right in your industry?
	9. List a few pain points the industry can improve on.
	#Bookmarks2019: Transformation isn't just about your scorecard or employing more black people
	#BizTrends2019: Creativity is the currency of the future

	10. What are you working on right now?
	11. Tell us some of the buzzwords floating around in your industry at the moment, and some of the catchphrases you utter yourself.
	12. Where and when do you have your best ideas?
	13. What’s your secret talent/party trick?
	14. Are you a technophobe or a technophile?
	15. What would we find if we scrolled through your phone?
	16. What advice would you give to newbies hoping to crack into the industry?
	ABOUT LEIGH ANDREWS


