
 

Bahrain extends eVisas to African countries

Marking the third phase of Bahrain's new visa policy, it has introduced eVisas to visitors from eleven African countries
which allows nationals from Egypt, Morocco, Kenya, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Mozambique, Cameroon, Gabon, Senegal,
Mauritius and Seychelles to obtain their visas online ahead of travel, via the government's eVisa website.
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The new visa policy was introduced in October 2014 and allowed nationals from over 100 countries to obtain a visa either
online ahead of travel, via Bahrain's government eVisa website, or upon arrival. In April 2015, a second phase was
introduced enabling both business visitors and tourists to spend longer periods of time in the Kingdom. The new policy
dictates that business visas are multi-entry and valid for up to a month, whilst visitor visas are valid for three months and are
also multi-entry.

GCC residents of any nationality are eligible to receive multi-entry visas on arrival or online, making it easier for expatriates
living in the region to travel to Bahrain. Furthermore, nationals from countries that are not included in the countries eligible
for eVisas or visas on arrival can still apply for eVisas if they have a visit visa for any other GCC country.

Providing easier access for all visitors

Commenting on the new phase, Shaikh Ahmed bin Isa Al Khalifa, assistant undersecretary for the General Directorate of
Nationality, Passports and Residence Affairs at Bahrain's Ministry of Interior, said: "The addition of the African countries to
Bahrain's progressive visa policy is a significant step forward to providing easier access into Bahrain for all visitors. The
addition of these important African economies will help to support the business and tourism sectors in the Kingdom and
hopefully those of the wider GCC region.

"Bahrain is home to several expatriate African communities and we look forward to welcoming the friends and families of
those living in the Kingdom and to showcasing Bahrain's successful business environment and rich cultural heritage."

Making Bahrain a business hub

Khalid Al Rumaihi, chief executive of the Economic Development Board (EDB), added: "Bahrain has been recognised as
having the freest economy in the Middle East and North Africa by the Heritage Foundation's 2016 Index of Economic
Freedom. The new developments in the visa policy are essential to maintaining this position and play a crucial role in
making Bahrain the regional business hub that it is.
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With specific strengths in the sectors of Financial Services, ICT, Tourism, Manufacturing and Logistics, Bahrain has much
to offer international firms looking to do business in the region. The Kingdom's strategic geographic location and
competitive advantages make us an ideal place from which to launch operations in the wider GGC market, currently valued
at $1.6 trillion and expected to reach $2 trillion by 2020."

In 2015, over 190,000 visitors from the 11 African countries visited the Kingdom, an increase of 16% from 2014.

The new policy is also being accompanied by improvements to the individual screening process, ensuring faster and more
effective processing of applications.
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